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“A subordinate is presumed to know the intentions
of his superiors when he receives orders to
commit the prohibited acts against individuals
who belong to a particular group. He cannot
escape responsibility if he carries out the orders
to commit the destructive acts against victims who
are selected because of their membership in a
particular group because he was not privy to all
aspects of the comprehensive genocidal plan or
policy. The law does not permit an individual to
shield himself from criminal responsibility by
ignoring the obvious” (Report of the International
Law Commission on the Work of its forty-eighth
session, 1996, UN Doc. A/51/10, at p. 45).
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“‘In  determining that genocide occurred at
Srebrenica, the cardinal question is whether the
intent to commit genocide existed. While this
intent must be supported by the factual matrix,
the offence of genocide does not require proof
that the perpetrator chose the most efficient
method to accomplish his objective of destroying
the targeted part. Even where the method
selected will not implement the perpetrator’'s
intent to the fullest, leaving that destruction
incomplete, this ineffectiveness alone does not
preclude a finding of genocidal intent (para. 32).”
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